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trader nor tourist, but was captured somewhere in Asia Minor
and brought by sea to the capital as a prisoner. As an eye-
witness he described the gates of the city, the Hippodrome,
the imperial palace—where he was particularly impressed by
an organ—the solemn procession of the Emperor to the Great
Church (St. Sophia), the statue of Justinian, an aqueduct,
some monasteries around Constantinople, and some other
things. On his way from Constantinople to Rome he visited
another important city of the Empire, Salonica (Thessa-
lonica). Harun-ibn-Yahya's description gives us very
interesting material for the topography of Constantinople
and for some Court and ecclesiastical ceremonies; it would
repay further detailed study. In the tenth century another
Muhammadan visited Constantinople; this was Masudi, the
famous geographer and historian, who spent most of his
life in travelling. Anxious to see the capital of 'the Christian
kings of Rum*,1 he visited the city during the brilliant period
of the Macedonian dynasty and left a succinct description of
it. He remarks: 'During the period of the Ancient Greeks
and the early period of the Byzantine Empire learning did
not cease to develop and increase/
In spite of the almost continuous warfare in the East
between Byzantium and the Arabs, the cultural intercourse
between these at first sight irreconcilable enemies always
continued, and the Caliphs, recognizing the superiority of
Byzantine, culture in many respects, as occasion arose,
appealed to the Emperors for help in cultural enterprises.
The Caliph Walid I (705—15) asked the Emperor to send
him some Greek artisans to adorn with mosaics the^ mosques
of Damascus, Medina, and Jerusalem. In the tenth century
on the opposite border of the Muhammadan world in Spain,
the Ummayad Caliph of Cordoba, al-Hakim II (961—76),
wrote to the Emperor of Byzantium begging him to send a
mosaicist to adorn the Great Mosque of Cordoba. Accord-
ing to an Arab historian, al-Hakim 'ordered' the Emperor to
send him a capable artisan to imitate what al-Walid had
done for the completion of the mosque of Damascus. The
Caliph's envoys brought back a mosaicist from Constanti-
1 The word 'Rum' is merely 'Roman'; it was applied by Muhammadan writers
to the medieval Byzantine Greeks. 'Rum' was also used as a name for Asia Minor.

